Capstone Paper Grading Rubric
Various aspects of the paper are graded below.  Note that your paper is first and foremost a paper in mathematics.  Therefore 60% of the overall grade for your paper will be based on the mathematics and to a lesser extent the use of mathematical language and citations in the paper.  The remaining 40% of your grade will be on the level of presentation and organization of the paper and the motivation for the project offered in the paper. 
Student:
	Your draft’s main strength is ….
	Your draft needs improvement in ….

	
	


	Categories
	Grades

	
	A
	B
	C
	D

	Mathematics (approximately 50% of final grade)
	Completely correct presentation of mathematics at a sufficiently advanced level;  appropriate connections with different fields; excellent choice of examples
	Generally correct presentation of mathematics at a sufficiently advanced level;  appropriate connections with different fields; appropriate choice of examples
	Generally correct presentation of mathematics; some connections with different fields; some examples.
	Incorrect mathematics presented; few connections to other areas of mathematics or no examples.

	Language (approximately 10% of final grade)
	Uses mathematical language correctly and effectively; appropriate and correct citations to the math literature
	Generally good use of mathematical language and appropriate citations
	Many problems with the use of mathematical language and/or citations
	Little appropriate use of mathematical language and/or citations

	
	
	
	
	

	Motivation (approximately 10% of grade)
	Paper provides strong motivation for mathematics presented
	Paper provides adequate motivation for the mathematics presented
	Paper provides some motivation for the mathematics presented
	Paper provides little motivation about the mathematics

	Level of Presentation (approximately 10% of final grade)
	Paper written at a level appropriate for an audience of peer math majors
	Paper mostly appropriate for peer math majors; occasional lapses
	Some parts of the paper written at a level appropriate for peer math majors
	Paper generally written at a level inappropriate for peer math majors

	Paper Organization  (approximately 20% of final grade)
	Structure of paper clear and logical; paragraphs coherent; sections and paragraphs connected with highly effective transitions
	Structure of paper generally clear and logical; paragraphs generally coherent; sections and paragraphs usually connected with adequate transitions
	Structure of paper shows some sense of organization;  paragraphs periodically coherent; some adequate transitions
	Structure of paper unclear or nonexistent; paragraphs unstructured; AND/OR connections between ideas lacking


